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NORTH EAST ZONING REVIEW COMMITTEE WORKSHOP MINUTES
May 24, 2021

The Town of North East Zoning Review Committee meeting took place on Monday, May 24, 2021 via
Zoom at 3:30 PM. Board members present were Chair Edie Greenwood, Ed Downey, Bill Kish, Julie
Schroeder, Dave Sherman, George Kaye and Dale Culver.

Guest: Sam Busselle, Chris Kennan, Tom Parrett, Meg Winkler, and Mary Lynn Kalogeras

Chair Greenwood opened the meeting and the Committee continued filling out the attached worksheet
for the residential districts of our current code.

Additional comments and questions regarding various districts are as follows:
ABA

Dave Sherman suggested we review the Town’s adopted Agricultural Protection plan. Ed brought up
the importance of maps, overlays and access to GIS systems. Edie will explore our options.

R1A

Noted that we have examples at Indian Lake Estates and Briarwood. The issue is separation of wells
and septic systems and getting Board of Health approval. Higher density development in the Village is
made possible by having municipal water. Explore duplexes.

R20,000

Needs to be areas adjacent to the Village. To make building units affordable, multi-unit construction
should be less expensive to erect. Dave pointed out that to date, there has been no interest in new
multi-unit building of any kind in our community. Bill points out that we need to protect areas adjacent
to the Village that have the prospect of being supported with water and sewer. Ed agrees.

LC

Deferred discussion. Gretchen Stevens of Hudsonia will be invited to speak with us at our June 28t
workshop meeting.

Public Comment:

Meg Winkler asked about solar and wind farms. Julie referred her to the new solar law and mentioned
that with a major project, NYS takes control of siting the facility. Meg went on to comment that with
smaller lots a great deal of what can be built is dependent on the parcel’s topography. She thinks
people do want smaller units and urged us to consider alternative building methods such as composting
toilets.

Tom Parrett was pleased the ZRC is considering multi-unit options. He feels multi-unit and small
houses can be mixed and be zoned accordingly to allow growth to happen organically. Tomis
concerned our beautiful area could lead to more Silo Ridge developments.

Sam Busselle explained where he gets his figure of 450 needed affordable units for current residents
and told us that does include middle income housing needs, not just affordable. It does not include
lower and middle-income households who want to move here. He has sent examples of the Rhinebeck
code purpose statements defining a livable community with a spread of income levels in a concentrated
area. Lastly, he questions what agriculture has to do with the A5A district. Why limit the uses to
particular acreage categories. Purpose statements need to address quality of life, equity and sensitize
the reader to the variety of people that need to be able to afford to live here.

Meeting ended at 4:55 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Edith Greenwood, ZRC Chair
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