
Town of North East 

Town Board 
Millerton, New York 

August 13, 2026 at 7:00 P.M.  
 
Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Roll call 

 SUPERVISOR KENNAN   HERE 

 COUNCILMAN MAYVILLE  HERE 

 COUNCILWOMAN MORRISON  HERE 

 COUNCILWOMAN WINKLER  HERE 

 COUNCILWOMAN COLE   HERE 

Attorney Warren Replansky was at the table. 

 
Acceptance of Agenda 

The Supervisor asked to amend the agenda to add a presentation of the Order of the State Comptroller 

Approving the formation of the Town of North East Sewer District No. 1 and to remove Agenda 

item #7 regarding the Altice Franchise Agreement. 
 

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Councilmember Mayville and seconded by Councilmember 

Winkler. Votes taken. 

 

 AYES-   5  (Kennan, Mayville, Morrison, Winkler, Cole) 

 NAYS-  0 

The Agenda, as amended, was approved.  

 
Public Comment on Agenda Items Only- none 

 

Supervisor’s Report 

 - Monthly Bills: Budget Adjustment, Special Abstracts & Abstract 

RESOLUTION # 522026 

Budget Adjustment #4 of 2026  

 

An A Fund expense increase of $16,180, less and expense decrease of $16,180 for a net change of $00                

       

 Motion to approve the Budget Adjustment was made by Councilmember Morrison and seconded by 

Councilmember Mayville. Votes taken. 

  

  AYES-   5  (Kennan, Mayville, Morrison, Winkler, Cole) 

 NAYS-  0 

The  Budget Adjustment was approved. 

 

RESOLUTION #532026  

Special Abstract dated July 22, 2026 totaling $10,232.82                

 

Special Abstract dated July 22, 2026, totaling $10,232.82 broken down as follows: 

 

 A Fund  $2,385.64 

 DB Fund $7,847.18                              

  

Motion to accept the Special Abstract was made by Councilmember Winkler and seconded by 

Councilmember Mayville. Votes taken. 

  

  AYES-   5  (Kennan, Mayville, Morrison, Winkler, Cole) 

 NAYS-  0 

The Special Abstract was accepted. 

 

RESOLUTION #542026   

Abstract dated August 13, 2026, totaling $121,608.21             

 

Special Abstract dated August 13, 2026, totaling $121,608.21 broken down as follows: 

 

 A Fund    $84,865.70    

 B Fund     $     128.38             

 DB Fund   $31,293.66 
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 Payroll T&A   $     250.07 

 T&A2 Escrow   $  5,070.40                 

 

Motion to accept the Abstract was made by Councilmember Mayville and seconded by Councilmember 

Morrison. Votes taken. 

  

AYES-   5  (Kennan, Mayville, Morrison, Winkler, Cole) 

 NAYS-  0 

The Abstract was accepted. 

Voucher Committee for September 2026: M. Winkler and R. Cole 

Supervisor’s Comments 

Farewell to the Assessor’s Aide, Donna Morrison.  

Innisfree Gardens is hosting a late summer community day on August 29th. The Berkshire Taconic 

Community Foundation provided a grant to allow a courtesy free day for our Town residents.  

 

Department and Committee Reports 

-  Highway- Joshua Schultz reports that the crew has been cleaning storm damage and doing the 

roadside mowing. They are preparing for the Skunk’s Misery roadwork and have been helping Amenia 

with some chip and seal work. They often do collaborative work with local towns. As Schultz said, the 

Towns all have a common goal to keep the infrastructure as well as possible. The Town’s old 

woodchipper has been listed online for two weeks and has received a $10,000 bid. He asked the Board to 

reject the bid. He feels strongly that there are other options and that the machine is worth more. A motion 

to reject the bids was offered by Councilmember Mayville and seconded by Councilmember Cole. Votes 

taken.  

 

AYES- 5 (Kennan, Mayville, Morrison, Winkler, Cole) 

NAYS- 0 

The offer of $10,000 was rejected. 

 

Public Hearing on Proposed Public Law regarding Residency Requirement for Town Highway 

Superintendent scheduled for 7:15pm. 

A motion was offered by Councilmember Winkler and seconded by Councilmember Cole to open the 

Public Hearing at 7:15pm. Votes taken. 

 

AYES- 5 (Kennan, Mayville, Morrison, Winkler, Cole) 

NAYS- 0 

The Public Hearing opened at 7:15pm 

Katherine Johnson, resident, was opposed to the local law. A local candidate would be more caring, 

responsible and aware. She reminded the Board of how much Bob Stevens cared about his Town. 

 

A motion was offered by Councilmember Mayville and seconded by Councilmember Cole to close the 

Public Hearing. Votes taken. 

 

AYES- 5 (Kennan, Mayville, Morrison, Winkler, Cole) 

NAYS- 0 

The Public Hearing closed at 7:20pm. 

 
Approval of Proposed Law regarding Residency Requirement of Highway Superintendent 

 

RESOLUTION #552026 

ADOPTING LOCAL LAW NO. 2 OF THE YEAR 2026 

ENTITLED “A LOCAL LAW CHANGING THE RESIDENCEY REQUIREMENTS 

FOR THE OFFICE OF TOWN HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT” 

 

 

 WHEREAS, due to the untimely death of the Town’s current appointed Highway Superintendent, 

Robert Stevens, the Town of North East will need to retain the services of another individual to assume 

the duties of North East Highway Superintendent Robert Stevens, for his unexpired term; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town is desirous of retaining the services of the most qualified individual to fill 

the unexpired term of office for Bob Stevens and, hopefully, to fulfill the duties of appointed Highway 

Superintendent thereafter; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that the current limitations in New York State law 

which require an appointed Highway Superintendent to be an elector of the Town may limit the ability of 

the Town Board to find and employ the person most qualified to assume the appointed position of 

Highway Superintendent; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law has been amended to provide, in 

relevant part, that the Town may adopt a local law which provides, in relevant part, that the person 

appointed as Highway Superintendent need not be an elector of the Town of North East; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Attorney to the Town drafted a proposed local law changing the residence 

requirements for the office of Town Highway Superintendent to permit the appointment of the Highway 

Superintendent even if that individual is not an elector of the Town of North East; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that this is a Type II action under SEQRA which 

does not require an environmental review; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that the proposed local law was acceptable in form 

and content for purposes of commencing the local law enactment process; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that the adoption of said Local Law is in the best 

interests of the Town of North East and its citizens. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby adopts the Local Law entitled: “A Local Law 

Changing the Residency Requirements for the Office of Town Highway Superintendent”; and be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, the Town Board directs the Town Clerk to file a copy of said Local Law with the 

Department of State as required by law. 

 

This motion was offered by Town Board member Winkler and was seconded by Town Board member 

Cole.               

 

 

SUPERVISOR KENNAN    Voted AYE 

 COUNCILWOMAN COLE    Voted   AYE 

 COUNCILMAN MAYVILLE    Voted AYE 

 COUNCILWOMAN MORRISON   Voted   AYE 

 COUNCILWOMAN WINKLER   Voted   AYE 

The Resolution was carried by a 5-0 vote of the Town Board members on August 13, 2026. 

  

Department and Committee Reports continued 

- Assessor- Katherine Johnson reports that her clerk has retired and she is training a new 

candidate. Councilmember Winkler asked for information regarding the option of offering volunteer fire 

fighters tax exemption and creation of an ADU tax exemption. Johnson said she will prepare that 

information for the Board and could not speak on it at the moment as it is a little complicated, with a lot 

of State options. 

-Planning Zoning, Building Department- Reports previously sent to the Board 

 

-Town Clerk and Tax Collector: Hunting season tickets have gone on sale. See the blue cards in 

the lobby with the 26-27 schedule.  

As per a new NYS Ag & Markets law §109 requiring municipalities to include in dog license 

applications and renewals an option for voluntary contributions to benefit a local animal shelter. The 

Board needs to approve designating the Pine Plains Shelter, which we use through a contract with our 

Dog Control Officer, as the valid entity we to collect volunteer contributions for. There is a resolution for 

that later in tonight’s Board meeting. 

The State Comptroller sent an Order approving the formation of the Wastewater district. That was 

shared and discussed with the Board. Attorney Replansky said the Village is waiting for some grants to be 

finalized and there is a complex document regarding the maintenance of the Wastewater operations that 

has been approved by the Village and needs to be addressed by the Town. 
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Town Board Committee Activity 

-Buildings and Grounds- Supervisor Kennan shared the most recent of many floor plans 

presented for the renovation of the new Town Hall, prepared by LAN Engineering & Architects. He read 

a statement about the background of the building. Our current Town Hall has usable floor space of 2716 

square feet. The new Town Hall has 4600 square feet and will be ADA-compliant. The architect is willing 

to come to the next Town Board meeting. We hope to put it out to bid and have construction during the 

winter months. Council members asked if they could meet with the architect sooner, with a special 

meeting open to the public. 

-Recreation- no report 

 

-Housing- no report 

 

-Public Safety- Councilmember Mayville said updates to the County-wide plan should be 

coming from Bill Beale by the 1st of September. 

 

-Communications- Councilmembers Winkler and Cole said the letter targeting the 35 properties 

in the Town’s commercial districts are ready to go out. It is a friendly informational letter about the 

passing of the Town’s new codes. The letter will come from the Supervisor. The Assessor has printed 

mailing labels and the Town Clerk will print and mail them out. 

Councilmember Winkler said she would like the Communications Committee to research options 

for emergency notifications within the community. They would investigate three companies and get back 

to the Board with the information. 

 

Approval of appointment of Sobhana “Sue” Patel as Assessor Aide retroactive to August 1, 2026 

A motion was made to approve the appointment of Assessor Aide by Councilmember Winkler 

and Councilmember Mayville seconded. Votes taken. 

 

AYES-   5  (Kennan, Mayville, Morrison, Winkler, Cole) 

 NAYS-  0 

Sue Patel is the new Assessor Aide. The Town Clerk will contact her and file her Oath of Office.  
 

Resolution regarding Voluntary Animal Shelter Donations 

 

RESOLUTION #562026 

DESIGNATING RECIPIENT OF VOLUNTARY ANIMAL SHELTER 

CONTRIBUTIONS PURSUANT TO NYS AGRICULTURE & MARKETS LAW §109 

 

WHEREAS, New York State Agriculture & Markets Law §109, as amended effective  

December 2025, requires that municipalities include in dog license applications and renewals an  

option for voluntary contributions to support an animal shelter; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to such law, voluntary contributions collected in connection with dog  

licensing are to be provided to the organization under contract with the municipality for animal  

shelter services; and  

 

WHEREAS, the  Town of North East currently contracts with the Town of Pine Plains to  

provide such services; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board wishes to acknowledge and implement the requirements of §109  

in a manner consistent with applicable law;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby acknowledges that,  

pursuant to New York State Agriculture & Markets Law §109, all voluntary animal shelter  

contributions collected in connection with dog licensing shall be for the benefit of the Pine Plains Shelter 

as the Town’s contracted animal shelter provider; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is authorized and directed to update dog  

license applications, renewal forms, and related materials to include a clearly identified voluntary  

contribution option in compliance with §109, including language stating that such contributions  

are voluntary and not part of the license fee, and identifying the Pine Plains Shelter as  

the recipient; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is authorized and  
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directed to establish a dedicated fund or budget line item for the receipt and accounting of such  

contributions; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all funds collected pursuant to this program shall be  

remitted to the Pine Plains Shelter no less than annually, and may be remitted on a  

more frequent basis as determined appropriate by the Town’s financial officers; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the appropriate Town officials are authorized to take all  

actions necessary to implement this resolution, including administrative and system updates. 

 

This motion was offered by Town Board member Mayville and was seconded by Town Board member 

Winkler.        

 

SUPERVISOR KENNAN    Voted AYE 

 COUNCILMAN MAYVILLE    Voted AYE  

 COUNCILWOMAN MORRISON   Voted   AYE 

 COUNCILWOMAN WINKLER   Voted   AYE 

 COUNCILWOMAN COLE    Voted   AYE 

The Resolution was carried by a 5-0 vote of the Town Board members on August 13, 2026. 

 

Resolution to accept a local law permitting the Town of North East to exceed the NY State Tax Cap, 

and to set a Public Hearing for the September 10, 2026 Town Board Meeting. 

 

RESOLUTION #572026  

ACCEPTING A PROPOSED LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT FOR 

FISCAL YEAR 2027 PURSUANT TO GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW §3-c FOR 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE LOCAL LAW ADOPTION PROCESS 

  

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that it may be necessary for the Town of North East 

to exceed the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Town of North East 

pursuant to General Municipal Law §3-c for fiscal year 2027; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Attorney has prepared a proposed local law to override 

the tax levy limit for fiscal year 2027 pursuant to General Municipal Law §3-c, and the same has been 

reviewed and approved by the Town Board members. 

 

 NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby accepts the proposed local 

law for the year 2026 entitled “Local Law to Override the Tax Levy Limit for Fiscal Year 2027 pursuant 

to General Municipal Law §3-c” for commencement of the local law adoption process; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby schedules a public hearing on said 

local law to be held on September 10, 2026 at the Town of North East Town Hall, at 7:15p.m. and that the 

public hearing be duly noticed by the Town Clerk as required by law. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Winkler and seconded by Councilmember Mayville. Roll Call. 

 

 

SUPERVISOR KENNAN    Voted AYE 

 COUNCILMAN MAYVILLE                Voted   AYE  

COUNCILWOMAN MORRISON   Voted AYE 

COUNCILWOMAN WINKLER   Voted AYE 

 COUNCILWOMAN COLE    Voted AYE 

 

This resolution was declared duly adopted on August 13, 2026. 

 

Board member Comments 

Councilmember Morrison said that the Personnel Committee would be conducting interviews tomorrow 

for a new Highway Superintendent. 

 

Public Comment- none 

 

Acceptance of Minutes from Meetings of July 1, 2026 and July 9, 2026 

A motion was made to approve the minutes by Councilmember Mayville and Councilmember 

Cole seconded. Votes taken. 
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AYES-   5  (Kennan, Mayville, Morrison, Winkler, Cole) 

 NAYS-  0 

The minutes were approved. 

 
Adjournment  
Motion to adjourn was made by Councilmember Morrison and seconded by Councilmember 

Mayville. Votes taken.                   
  

AYES-   5  (Kennan, Mayville, Morrison, Winkler, Cole) 

 NAYS-  0 

The Board adjourned at 8:10pm. 

 

For verbatim information please refer to recorded video on the Town website. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/: Elizabeth Strauss, Town Clerk  

 

DRAFT:  8/17/2026 

APPROVED: 9/10/2026 


